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| PTE doubles production capacity for subcontracting
to 16,000m2 in Romania and employs morethan 1,000

people.

Genk, April 18 2007

IPTE NV instructed for the construction of a new plant in Oradea for its
subcontracting activity. The finalisation of the construction is estimated at
yearend 2007. The new plant will be 16.000m? large and can accommodate
more then 1.000 employees. The plant will be constructed by and on land of
Centrum Romania, a division of the Belgian H. Essers group. The total
investment of the plant amountsto 5 mio Euro. IPTE signed an agreement to
rent the plant for 15 years from the Essers group.

Thisinvestment in Oradea is the next important step in the expansion of the
subcontracting activity of IPTE in Romania. The group only started its
subcontracting operations in Romania in December 2002 with 7 employees
on rented premises less than 1.000m2. The company had a very successful

starting year as already one year later - in January 2004 - it had to move into
anew plant in Bors of 3.000m2. Again one year further - in January 2005 - it
doubled the square meters and moved into a second building, which totally
amounted up to 6.000m2. Today, the group employs in Romania already
more than 550 employees. This steady growth over the years required for the
3%timein 5 yearsto moveinto larger premises.

The Romania factory has become the largest production facility of the
Connect Systems Group over the years. Production in Romania evolved
from a pure labor subcontracting activity at the startup in 2002 into a full
fledged electronic subcontracting plant including the latest technological
production machinery for PCB and Cable harnesses manufacturing. The
plant now produces complete products, PCB’s and Cable harnesses for the
high end professional, automotive and telecom markets.

The Connect Systems Group today has 8 plants spread over Europe.
Effective and efficient logistical management is a must to optimize
production and keep costs low. The decision to invest in this maor plant
together with our logistical partner Centrum expresses our trust we have in
the H. Essers group and the Romanian people.
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L uc Switten, the CEO of the Connect Systems Group:

“We are very happy with the evolution o our Romanian plant. Connect
Systems was one of the first and is now one of the biggest companies
investing in the Oradea Region. When we started 5 years ago in Romania,
we did not believe that, in this short time period, we could redlise this
growth. Thanks to our Romanian employees, we have today a plant with a
local management which is fully self supporting, has a motivated staff and
all technical and operational skills are accounted for. Our human resource
policy to hire, train and maintain qualified people and our investment in the
new plant is our best guarantee to grow further in Romania’.

The company

IPTE is a market leader in the supply of production equipment for the
electronicsindustry.

The company is sub-divided into two divisions. IPTE ‘Factory Automation’
is a market leader in the supply of production equipment for the electronics
industry. The division develops manual, semi-automatic and turnkey
automation systems for producing, testing and handling of printed circuit
boards and for fina assembly work.

The * Contract Manufacturing’ division, Connect Systems Group, offers high
quality, cost-effective production services to the professional industry.
Activities include the production of cables and cable trees, PCB assembly
and testing, production of semi-manufactures and final product assembly.
The IPTE Group's references include Alcatel, Bosch, Delphi, Ericsson,
Flextronics, Jabil, Johnson Controls, Lear, Mitsubishi, Motorola, Nokia,
Philips, Sanmina, Siemens, Solectron and Visteon.

The company presently employs over 2,000 peoplein facilities in Europe, the
United States and Asia.

Shares in the company, which was founded in 1992, are traded on Euronext
Brussels. (www.ipte.com)
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